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Suicide bombing kills 31 at Pakistan police headquarters A militant attack near the Afghanistan border left at least 31 dead and over 100 injured at a Pakistan police facility, with gunmen still clashing with security forces.
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Suicide bombing kills 31 at Pakistan police headquarters

BBC World · Fri, 18 Sep 2026 20:17 UTC

A militant attack near the Afghanistan border left at least 31 dead and over 100 injured at a Pakistan police facility, with gunmen still clashing with security forces.

A suicide bomber struck a police headquarters near Pakistan's border with Afghanistan on Saturday, killing at least 31 people and injuring more than 100 others. A four-year-old child was among the dead. Gunmen also opened fire on the facility, and several militants were still engaged in clashes with Pakistan's security forces as the situation unfolded. The attack represents a significant security incident in a region already strained by militant activity and cross-border tensions.

Why it matters: The attack underscores the persistent threat of militant violence in Pakistan and regional instability affecting civilians and security personnel alike.

	At least 31 killed, over 100 injured in suicide bombing and shooting
	Attack targeted police headquarters near Afghanistan border
	Four-year-old child among the dead; gunmen still clashing with security forces
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1. Russia holds first parliamentary election since Ukraine invasion

DW · Sat, 19 Sep 2026 07:21 UTC

Russians voted in the first State Duma election since the 2022 invasion of Ukraine, with voting also imposed in occupied Ukrainian territories.

Russia held parliamentary elections for the State Duma on Saturday, marking the first nationwide vote since launching its full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022. The Kremlin extended voting to Ukrainian regions that Russia has illegally annexed following the invasion. President Vladimir Putin's party is expected to dominate the tightly controlled contest, which serves as a mechanism for political participation and legitimacy according to the Kremlin's framing. International observers have noted the restricted nature of these elections.

Why it matters: The election demonstrates Putin's attempt to consolidate control while normalizing the occupation of Ukrainian territory through electoral processes.

	First State Duma election since Ukraine invasion began in 2022
	Voting extended to illegally annexed Ukrainian regions
	Putin's party expected to dominate heavily controlled contest


DW
2. Cuba hit by massive blackout amid fuel shortage crisis

BBC World · Sat, 19 Sep 2026 10:27 UTC

Millions lost power as Cuba's aging electrical grid failed due to fuel shortages exacerbated by the US blockade.

Cuba experienced a nationwide blackout affecting millions of people on Saturday as the country's aging power infrastructure collapsed under the strain of severe fuel shortages and deteriorating equipment. The fuel crisis has been worsened by the decades-long US economic blockade of the island nation. Power outages have become increasingly frequent in Cuba as the government struggles to maintain electrical generation capacity. The blackout left widespread areas without electricity and highlighted the country's broader energy crisis.

Why it matters: The blackouts illustrate Cuba's deepening economic and infrastructure crisis, with cascading effects on daily life for millions of citizens.

	Nationwide power outages affected millions of people
	Caused by fuel shortages and aging grid infrastructure
	Outages worsened by US blockade and equipment deterioration
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3. Nigeria police fire on protesters over deaths of 37 detained miners

New York Times · Fri, 18 Sep 2026 19:45 UTC

Nigerian security forces opened fire on demonstrators angry over 37 miners who died in police custody in severely overcrowded and unsanitary conditions.

Survivors of a detention incident in Nigeria recounted how 37 suspected illegal goldminers died while held in police custody in the city of Minna. According to survivors' accounts, the cell held 66 people in cramped conditions with minimal ventilation, food, or water, leading detainees to collapse and die. When protests erupted over the deaths, Nigerian security forces responded by firing on the crowds and using teargas. The incident raises serious questions about detention conditions and the handling of suspects by authorities.

Why it matters: The deaths and security response reveal severe deficiencies in Nigeria's detention system and the use of force against citizens exercising democratic rights.

	37 miners died in overcrowded police cell holding 66 people
	Cell lacked adequate ventilation, food, and water
	Police fired on protesters; 66 miners packed into one cell


New York Times
4. Trump says son repaid Russian oligarch for wedding gifts

France 24 · Sat, 19 Sep 2026 10:26 UTC

President Trump said his eldest son repaid a Kremlin-linked businessman who funded two days of lavish wedding celebrations, after the gift raised questions about foreign influence.

US President Donald Trump announced Friday that his eldest son had repaid a Kremlin-linked Russian oligarch who had financed two days of extravagant wedding festivities in the Bahamas. The gift sparked questions about potential foreign influence and ethical concerns given the donor's ties to the Russian government. Trump's statement came after media scrutiny of the transaction raised public concerns about the propriety of such arrangements involving the president's family and foreign actors with Kremlin connections.

Why it matters: The incident raises transparency and conflict-of-interest questions about the Trump family's financial relationships with foreign entities, particularly Russia.

	Trump's son repaid Kremlin-linked oligarch for wedding funding
	Two days of Bahamas wedding celebration funded by Russian businessman
	Gift raised foreign influence and ethics concerns
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5. Japan struggles with accommodation for Asian Games opening

France 24 · Sat, 19 Sep 2026 10:02 UTC

Japan faced lodging shortages as more athletes and officials registered for the 20th Asian Games than initially anticipated.

The 20th Asian Games began in Japan on Saturday, but organizers came under pressure even before competition commenced due to accommodation constraints. Thousands more athletes and officials registered to participate than the organizing committee had originally planned for, straining available housing and lodging facilities. The surge in registration numbers created logistical challenges for the world's largest multi-sport event held every four years, forcing organizers to address a significant shortfall in prepared accommodations.

Why it matters: The accommodation crisis threatens to disrupt the Games' smooth operation and reflects broader planning challenges for hosting major international sporting events.

	20th Asian Games began with unexpected accommodation shortfall
	Thousands more athletes and officials registered than planned
	Organizers faced pressure to secure additional lodging
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6. Ebola outbreak spreads to new areas in Democratic Republic of Congo

France 24 · Sat, 19 Sep 2026 09:59 UTC

Though the Congolese government claims cases are trending downward, health experts say the Ebola outbreak remains severe and is now reaching previously unaffected areas.

The Democratic Republic of Congo's government has claimed that the Ebola outbreak is changing course with cases trending downward in affected hotspots. However, health experts and field responders have disputed this characterization, stating the outbreak remains as severe as ever. The virus has now spread to new geographic areas beyond the original epicenters, suggesting continued transmission rather than containment. The disagreement between official statements and expert assessments highlights concerns about the outbreak's true trajectory and scope.

Why it matters: The expansion to new areas and expert skepticism of official claims suggest the outbreak may be more dangerous and less controlled than government statements indicate.

	Ebola spread to new areas in Democratic Republic of Congo
	Government claims cases trending downward; experts dispute this
	Health responders say outbreak remains as severe as ever
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