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UK banks face 10,000 crypto restrictions complaints British banks have received 10,000 complaints in three months over cryptocurrency account restrictions, signaling a major enforcement clash between financial institutions and regulators.
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UK banks face 10,000 crypto restrictions complaints

CoinDesk · Sun, 25 Oct 2026 13:00 UTC

British banks have received 10,000 complaints in three months over cryptocurrency account restrictions, signaling a major enforcement clash between financial institutions and regulators.

UK banks faced a surge of complaints from customers whose cryptocurrency accounts were restricted or frozen, with 10,000 complaints filed over a three-month period. The restrictions stem from banks' heightened compliance postures amid regulatory scrutiny on crypto-related money laundering risks. Customer advocates have criticized the blanket approach as overly broad, while banks cite regulatory pressure to enforce stricter controls. This tension highlights the gap between retail crypto adoption and traditional finance's risk-averse stance on digital assets.

Why it matters: This reveals the friction between UK retail users and legacy banking, with implications for how regulated entities handle crypto customer access.

	10,000 complaints filed in three months
	Banks cite regulatory compliance pressure
	Customer access to crypto accounts blocked or frozen



CoinDesk
1. Netanyahu floats blockchain for sanctions evasion

Cointelegraph · Sun, 25 Oct 2026 11:42 UTC

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu suggested blockchain and crypto could help Israel circumvent potential international sanctions, drawing criticism from opponents and the central bank.

Ahead of upcoming elections, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu proposed that Israel could use blockchain and cryptocurrency to evade potential financial sanctions. The central banker and political opponents disputed the proposal, citing concerns over illicit financing risks and international compliance obligations. Netanyahu's public embrace of crypto as a sanctions shield marks a rare instance of a national leader explicitly framing digital assets as tools for financial sovereignty against international pressure.

Why it matters: This signals how high-level officials view crypto as a sanctions-resistance tool, raising regulatory scrutiny and geopolitical implications for adoption.

	Netanyahu proposed crypto for sanctions evasion
	Central banker and opponents opposed the idea
	Ahead of Israeli elections



Cointelegraph
2. Latvia targets tokenization rules in 2027

CoinDesk · Sun, 25 Oct 2026 15:00 UTC

Latvia plans to introduce regulatory framework for tokenization of commercial property and other assets starting in 2027.

Latvia announced plans to develop a comprehensive regulatory framework for tokenization, with commercial property as an initial focus area. The rules are expected to take effect in 2027, positioning the nation as an early mover in European tokenization governance. By targeting property tokenization first, Latvia acknowledges the asset class's potential while establishing legal clarity for issuers and investors.

Why it matters: EU nations are racing to establish tokenization rules; Latvia's framework could shape how European regulators approach real-world asset (RWA) standards.

	Commercial property tokenization in focus
	Framework expected by 2027
	EU early mover on tokenization rules
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3. HSBC launches HK dollar stablecoin in PayMe

Decrypt · Sat, 24 Oct 2026 13:01 UTC

HSBC switched on its Hong Kong dollar stablecoin inside its PayMe payment app, reaching 3 million wallets as a test of everyday bank-issued digital money.

HSBC activated its Hong Kong dollar stablecoin within the PayMe wallet on Friday, with immediate access for 3 million users. The move represents a test deployment of whether a bank-issued token can gain traction as everyday money in a major Asian financial hub. HSBC's stablecoin operates on blockchain infrastructure, bridging traditional banking with digital payment rails.

Why it matters: Bank-issued stablecoins remain the clearest path to retail crypto integration; HSBC's scale signals institutional confidence in on-chain payments infrastructure.

	3 million PayMe users gained access
	Hong Kong dollar stablecoin activated
	Bank-issued token for retail payments
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4. Bitcoin ETFs post $301M inflows, ending losses

Decrypt · Sun, 25 Oct 2026 14:01 UTC

Spot Bitcoin ETFs recorded $301 million in net inflows for the week, breaking a two-week losing streak despite late-week outflows.

Spot Bitcoin ETFs finished the week with approximately $301 million in net inflows, halting a two-week period of outflows. However, two consecutive days of outflows kept October in negative territory overall. The weekly turnaround suggests investors returned after a price dip, indicating some institutional rebalancing despite broader month-to-date weakness.

Why it matters: ETF flows signal institutional demand; the reversal after outflows suggests reentry after sell-offs, relevant for traders tracking institutional positioning.

	$301 million weekly net inflows
	Reverses two-week losing streak
	October remains negative month-to-date
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5. Franklin Templeton adds $150M to XRP Ledger fund

CoinDesk · Sat, 24 Oct 2026 04:45 UTC

Franklin Templeton increased its fund on XRP Ledger by $150 million, with all shares held in a single wallet, signaling growing institutional interest in Ripple's ledger.

Franklin Templeton deployed $150 million in additional fund shares onto XRP Ledger, with the entire allocation concentrated in one wallet. This expansion of an institutional fund on Ripple's ledger demonstrates confidence in XRP Ledger's settlement capabilities for real-world assets. The single-wallet concentration suggests either a custodial arrangement or a significant institutional participant.

Why it matters: Large institutional deployments on alternative ledgers validate their infrastructure maturity and signal diversification away from Ethereum for RWA issuance.

	$150 million in new fund shares
	Deployed on XRP Ledger
	All held in single wallet
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6. Argentine judge clears Milei in LIBRA token case

The Block · Sat, 24 Oct 2026 16:24 UTC

An Argentine judge dismissed criminal charges against President Javier Milei over the LIBRA memecoin, finding no criminally relevant deception in his promotion post.

An Argentine judge issued a 60-page ruling clearing President Javier Milei and 10 others in a case related to the LIBRA token. The judge concluded that Milei's social media post promoting the token did not, on its own, constitute fraud or criminal deception. The dismissal follows earlier investigation into whether Milei's promotion misled investors ahead of the token's crash.

Why it matters: The ruling protects political figures from fraud liability over token promotion and sets precedent for how Latin American courts treat crypto-related political speech.

	Judge found no criminally relevant deception
	60-page ruling cleared Milei and 10 others
	Token promotion posts not fraud by themselves



The Block
7. Block's voice AI sounds eerily human, sparks fears

CoinDesk · Sat, 24 Oct 2026 15:21 UTC

Block's new voice AI technology sparked both awe and concern over its ability to impersonate human voices, raising scam and misuse concerns.

Block demonstrated a new voice AI system capable of producing eerily realistic human speech, triggering both technical admiration and security alarms. The technology's fidelity raised immediate concerns about its potential for scams, including impersonation of trusted contacts or authority figures. Block's deployment of such technology highlights the growing intersection of AI and payment security vulnerabilities.

Why it matters: Voice synthesis AI poses immediate fraud risks for crypto users and payment networks; Block's tool represents the frontier of AI-enabled social engineering.

	Voice synthesis reaches near-human realism
	Raises scam and impersonation risks
	Block product in development or testing
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8. U.S. Clarity Act failure gives Asia edge in crypto

CoinDesk · Sat, 24 Oct 2026 12:00 UTC

The failure of the U.S. Clarity Act to pass gave Asia and the Middle East a competitive advantage in crypto regulation, according to Apex Group CEO.

Apex Group CEO cited the failure of the U.S. Clarity Act to pass legislation as a missed opportunity that strengthened the competitive position of Asian and Middle Eastern jurisdictions in crypto. Without federal clarity on digital asset classification and custody standards, the United States ceded regulatory advantage to faster-moving regions. The comment reflects frustration from service providers seeking to expand crypto operations domestically but facing legal ambiguity.

Why it matters: Regulatory clarity remains the top competitive lever for jurisdictions; U.S. stagnation opens space for alternative financial hubs to attract crypto talent and capital.

	U.S. Clarity Act failed to pass
	Asia and Middle East gain regulatory advantage
	Regulatory clarity remains competitive lever
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9. Bitcoin holders seek loans and yield on assets

CoinDesk · Sat, 24 Oct 2026 14:00 UTC

Wealthy Bitcoin holders are increasingly turning to loans and yield strategies as their investment habits mature, per Xapo CEO.

Xapo CEO noted that high-net-worth Bitcoin holders are moving beyond simple asset accumulation toward more sophisticated strategies including loans collateralized by Bitcoin and yield-generating products. The shift reflects confidence in Bitcoin's long-term value and a desire to maximize returns on large holdings without selling. This maturation of institutional investor behavior supports growing demand for custodial lending platforms and decentralized finance integration.

Why it matters: Institutional adoption matures as hodlers shift from speculation to capital utilization; this signals growth in lending and yield infrastructure.

	Bitcoin holders accessing collateralized loans
	Shift toward yield-generating strategies
	Signs of institutional behavior maturation
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10. Major firms object to OKX tokenized stock plan

CoinDesk · Sat, 24 Oct 2026 14:06 UTC

Wells Fargo, Cisco, Marvell and other major companies joined objections to OKX's plan to launch tokenized stocks on its ICE platform.

Wells Fargo, Cisco, Marvell, and other corporations filed objections against OKX's tokenized stock initiative on the ICE exchange. The companies' resistance highlights concerns over custody, dividend treatment, voting rights, and regulatory compliance for equity tokens. Corporate objections represent a significant barrier to the tokenized equity narrative, despite enthusiasm from blockchain platforms.

Why it matters: Corporate resistance to tokenized equity exposes the governance friction blocking real-world asset adoption; these objections could slow tokenization momentum.

	Wells Fargo, Cisco, Marvell objected
	Concerns over custody and dividends
	Major obstacles to tokenized equity adoption
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11. Bitcoin slides below $80K on Middle East tensions

CoinDesk · Sat, 24 Oct 2026 15:11 UTC

Bitcoin fell below $80,000 amid weekend market pressure tied to U.S. Middle East evacuation news.

Bitcoin declined below the $80,000 level on Sunday as weekend risk-off sentiment spread through markets following U.S. Middle East evacuation developments. The price weakness coincided with broader cryptocurrency market pressure, reflecting sensitivity to global geopolitical uncertainty. This move tested key technical support levels and triggered liquidations in leveraged positions.

Why it matters: Macro geopolitical events drive crypto volatility; movement below key price levels triggers technical selling and affects retail and institutional risk appetite.

	Bitcoin fell below $80,000
	Triggered by Middle East evacuation news
	Weekend risk-off sentiment widened
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12. McDonald's, Microsoft, Google decline tokenized stocks

CoinDesk · Sat, 24 Oct 2026 15:00 UTC

McDonald's, Microsoft, and Google declined to participate in tokenized stock initiatives, but industry experts say this is not a dealbreaker for the technology.

Major technology and consumer companies including McDonald's, Microsoft, and Google have opted out of tokenized stock offerings, raising questions about adoption velocity. However, proponents argue that corporate hesitation reflects risk aversion rather than fundamental flaws in the technology. Smaller and more agile companies may pilot tokenized equity before tech giants embrace the infrastructure.

Why it matters: Institutional skepticism about tokenized equity is normal; resistance from megacaps does not impede smaller-cap adoption or technical progress.

	McDonald's, Microsoft, Google declined participation
	Experts view this as normal adoption friction
	Smaller companies likely to pioneer tokenized equity
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